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Heritage Bank and Venturus Announce Joint Venture 

(June 11, 2024) – Heritage Bank, based in greater Cincinnati, Ohio, and Venturus, based in 

Louisville, Kentucky, announced today a joint venture designed to combine expertise in small 

business banking to grow market share in the companies’ respective home markets while 

generating SBA loans across the nation. 

“Venturus has built an innovative, elevated SBA lending experience for entrepreneurs that 

combines white glove service, expertise and efficiency,” said H. David Wallace, Heritage Bank 

Chairman and CEO. “The result is an SBA 7a loan application process simpler for the customer 

and generally faster at getting loans of $25,000 to $5,000,000 into the pockets of business 

owners ready to innovate and grow.” 

“Built on a multi-decade legacy of successfully starting and operating SBA lending joint ventures 

with banks, Venturus was launched two years ago.” said John Handmaker, CEO of Venturus. 

“We experienced immediate success and grew so fast, continually improving our loan volume 

and efficiency while winning the loyalty of small businesses and valued referral partners, that we 

exceeded the capacity of our initial capital partner. 

We approached Heritage Bank because of their financial strength and expertise working with 

small businesses in mid-sized markets as well as their growth trajectory. Through mutual due 

diligence, we learned our cultures were similar and our commitment to high level service and 

customer experience is aligned.” Through its strategic partnership with the bank, Venturus will 

operate as the SBA lending division of Heritage Bank, keenly focused on expanding its 

nationwide impact and delivering customized financing solutions throughout the greater 

Cincinnati and Miami Valley markets. Whether it’s an owner occupied commercial real estate 

purchase in Kentucky, or an equipment purchase and debt refinance request in the Midwest, 

Venturus consistently applies innovation and creativity to its approach. 
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“SBA loans can be more complicated than other types of business loans due to eligibility 

requirements and underwriting nuances,” said Handmaker. “It requires specialized knowledge to 

advise on loan options and to keep the paperwork and documentation process manageable for 

entrepreneurs who are often focused on managing the day-to-day needs of their businesses. 

Venturus makes it simpler for our customers to access the SBA financing they need and receive 

an unparalleled lending experience.” 

“Partnering with Venturus will allow Heritage Bank to offer another advantage to the small 

business market,” said Wallace. “We look forward to expanding our impact and giving more 

small businesses a high level of customer service, experienced consultation and streamlined 

decision making.” 

Heritage Bank is an independently owned community bank experiencing several years of 

double-digit growth thanks to its reputation in the local small business community and 

experienced bankers with direct access to decision makers. The bank offers a range of 

commercial loans and small business services, including treasury management. 
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About Venturus 

Venturus, based in Louisville, Kentucky, is a nationwide direct small business lender specializing 

U.S. Small Business Administration loans for owner occupied commercial real estate, 

equipment, business acquisitions, partner buy-outs, debt refinance, growth capital and franchise 

financing. Venturus focuses on SBA 7a loans between $25,000 to $5,000,000 across industries. 

Through its strategic partnership with Heritage Bank, Venturus offers a technology-minded, 

efficiency focused approach that retains the consultative, high-touch customer service critical for 

small business success. 

About Heritage Bank 

Heritage Bank was founded in 1990 to preserve and reinforce the unique role of community 

banks for the benefit of small and privately held mid-sized businesses and the local 

communities we serve. Today, Heritage Bank is one of the largest and fastest growing 

community banks in greater Cincinnati. In an age of ongoing consolidation, Heritage Bank is 

resolute about remaining an independent bank, rooted in the communities where we operate. 

Heritage Bank, Member FDIC. 


